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Welcome to
Methley Primary School
MPS: Motivation + Perseverance = Success
Our Foundation Stage Unit comprises of a 78 place Nursery
and two Reception classes (60 places).
The nursery age children are referred to as Foundation 1(F1)
and Reception age children are Foundation 2 (F2).
Foundation Stage experience, whether it be nursery or
reception is often a child’s first venture along into the larger
world outside the family home.
What children experience during their early years can
create strong and lasting foundations on which to build in
later life, so we believe it is essential that the experiences
are of the highest quality.
Our Foundation Stage Unit is made up of 7 key worker
groups (3 x F1 Groups and 4 x F2 Groups). F2 children are
organised into two classes. We believe in equal
opportunities for all children and we are able to support the
inclusion of children with additional needs. The staff work
closely together as an integrated team and have a
passionate commitment to the Unit and its aims.

Foundation Stage Key Workers
Lisa Ashby
Lauren Smith
Rachael Hewitt

This Year the Staff Are:
EYFS Leader and F1 Teacher
F2 Teacher
F2 Teacher

Lisa Cox
F1 Teaching Assistant
Chris Bryan
F2 Teaching Assistant
Urban Muhammad F1Teaching Assistant
Sarah Brown
Pupil Welfare/Attendance Officer/Learning Mentor
Molly Trickey
F2 Teaching Assistant

Other Staff Members
Carol Reynard
Foundation Unit Special Educational Needs Coordinator
Sallie Elliott
Head Teacher
Catherine Waddle Deputy Head Teacher and Special Educational Needs Coordinator
Stephanie Hulme
Assistant Head Teacher
Kate Falkingham
Key Stage 1 Phase Leader
Beth Hartshorne
Brigshaw trust Consultant

The aims that guide us:• Know and respect the children and their families as individuals, celebrating the richness of diversity
and identity.
• Develop strong, reciprocal and mutually trusting relationships between child, family, school and the
community.
• Know each child as an individual person and create trusting, loving relationships in which learning can
take place.
• Value and nurture children’s curiosity, creativity and desire to make sense of the world, giving time for
their thoughts and ideas, and value to their work, their conversations and their feelings.
• Recognise and value children’s competence and capability so that they develop confidence,
independence and high self-esteem.
• Provide a well planned, aesthetic, motivating and versatile learning environment, which supports
children as active learners, provoking their interest and inquiry and linking indoors with outdoors.
• Offer children a relevant and carefully structured curriculum, which motivates and inspires them to
plan and initiate their own learning, as well as participate in activities planned by adults.
• Offer children a wide range of learning experiences which acknowledge the diversity of learning
styles, so that they have the opportunity to realise and expand their personal potential.
• Encourage among the whole staff an understanding of the importance of working together as a
mutually supportive, unified team, to develop reflective practice, which enables children to achieve
success and happiness.

•

Support the children in making the transition to the next phase of their education with enthusiasm and
confidence following a happy and fulfilling experience in the Foundation Stage.

Times:F2 (Reception)
8.45 am – 3.15 pm every day
F1 (Nursery) Full Day Sessions either:
Monday and Tuesday – 8:45am-3:15pm
Wednesday 8:45am-11:45am
Or
Wednesday 12:15pm-3:15pm
Thursday and Friday - 8:45am-3:15pm
Every child who attends F1 (nursery) is entitled to 15 hours free nursery education a week .
We have a limited number of 30 hour places available
8.45 am – 3.15 pm every day

Comings and Goings:At first a large Foundation Unit may seem a very big, strange place to your young child. Please be patient and be prepared
to stay for as long as you and the staff feel necessary. Children only learn when they feel happy and relaxed.
Time spent on really settling in, is time well invested for your child’s security and confidence. Once your children are settled, a
quick, definite “goodbye” is best, but please reassure them that you will be back soon to see what they’ve been doing, and
explain what you’ll be doing whilst they are at school.
It is really important to collect your children on time – searching the sea of faces for your mum, dad, grandparent, child
minder or carer, and finding no-one there can be really upsetting when you’re only 3, 4 or 5 years old.
The safety and well being of your child is of uppermost importance to us. Please ensure that your children are brought right
into the unit and collected by adults they know and who are known to us. If for whatever reason somebody else is needed
to collect your child from the unit it is vital that you let a member of the team know.

Towards Independence
Clothing:Playing can be a very messy business and although many
parents look forward to their children wearing school uniform,
it is not always the most practical clothing for the type of
activities the Foundation Stage children will be involved in.

Uniform
We have chosen the clothes below because they are practical, comfortable and
child-friendly. It will be our uniform and is expected for all children:
• Black jogging bottoms (black shorts in the summer)
• White or Purple Polo-shirt
• School Sweatshirt or Cardigan
• Velcro fastening trainers (any colour)
This is the same for girls and boys. To clarify, no skirts, dresses, tights or ‘school’
shoes etc
Belts and shoe laces prevent children from independently dressing themselves
and going to the toilet. Please do not dress your child in shoes with laces or
trousers with belts for school.
Please clearly name any items of clothing which your child is likely to take off, eg
coats, and sweatshirts.
Encourage your children to dress and undress even though it will take a little
longer, especially taking off their coats, hanging them up and putting them on.
If your child needs to be changed for any reason and comes home in our spare
clothes, we would appreciate them being washed and returned as soon as
possible.
In addition to the above uniform all children will need a pair of wellies and a
waterproof coat and trousers – that will remain in the unit – please make sure
these are clearly named. We will be spending a lot of time in our ‘Outdoor
Classroom’ and children need to appropriately dressed for ALL weathers.

‘There is no
such thing as
bad weather
– just the
wrong
clothes!’

Right from the Start:We believe that we have a significant role to play, along with parents, families,
other professionals and the whole of the wider community in raising the young
citizens of our society.
By working in true partnership with parents we aim to provide a stimulating,
challenging environment which is a warm, friendly extension of home, where
children and adults can explore, have fun, play, talk and learn together,
developing as happy, confident and independent individuals within their
communities.

Partnerships
When your children come to school we build on the foundations which you have
laid and will continue to develop at home within your family.
You are the most important people in your children’s lives and always will be, so
we need your help to ensure that your children progress and achieve success in
reaching their potential. Once your children are really settled, we hope you will
be able to stay and help from time to time. Parents and other carers are always
welcome at any time. You can help in so many different ways – talking with the
children, joining in activities, sharing books with children, baking, sharing your
culture, playing games, or helping with “jobs” – whatever suits you is great for us.
If you do want to come and help please let us know as any adults who regularly
work with our children must have a current DBS check.
The partnership between the family and the Foundation Stage staff is crucial to
children’s happiness and development.

Just Playing:A high quality Foundation Stage education is about much more than colours
and shapes, numbers and letters. It’s about learning to be independent,
confident, strong and curious.
It’s about developing children’s natural joy and wonder at the world they live in.
It’s about having a positive attitude, forming positive relationships and believing
in yourself. If children feel confident enough to “have a go”, learn from mistakes
and try again, they will succeed in their future learning.
Young children learn by doing things for themselves, by exploring and
investigating, watching and listening, talking and discussing, creating and
communicating – in other words – playing.
Play is children’s work and playing hard is very tiring! Your children may be really
exhausted and perhaps a bit grumpy when they come home – please make
allowances. You’ll want to know what your child has been doing all day.
“What did you do at School today?”
“Don’t know – Nothing – Just Playing”, are common replies! Sometimes children
make something, draw or paint, so you can see what they’ve done. Often their
play has nothing to show for it. The learning is invisible. By making the learning
visible through using an electronic Learning Journal called Tapestry, we use
written observations, photographs, children’s work and their words, to share
these experiences with children, their parents and families, to understand the
learning that is happening. In this way, we can plan more effectively to provide
meaningful, appropriate experiences which extend children’s interests and
passions, nudging them gently forward to extend their learning.

The Foundation Stage Curriculum:So, what have they really been doing and how will they learn if they are “just
playing”?
Young children learn from everything around them – the people, the
environment, the atmosphere, the routine, the experiences. All of these
elements make up “the Foundation Stage Curriculum”. All aspects of children’s
growth and development are woven together, but it is interesting to look at the
different areas of learning separately to understand how young children learn.
The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum describes the following areas of
learning, with “Early Learning Goals” to be aimed for by the end of children’s
Reception year in school.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development is
about:•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Forming meaningful relationships with other children and adults
Having respect for other people
Being an individual and also belonging to a community
Being able to express and cope with your feelings and emotions
Becoming independent and helping others
Being able to make choices and taking responsibility
Developing a sense of fairness, what is right and wrong
Understanding appropriate behaviour
Respecting and being able to empathise with others
Having feelings of wonder and joy
Sharing and celebrating festivals, traditions and special occasions

Understanding the World is about:•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Exploring the local environment
Finding out about the past
Developing an understanding of travelling to other places, distance and maps
Using technology – making models in a variety of ways
Planning, making and designing things
Exploring and solving problems
Using ICT for a range of purpose
Exploring, experimenting and having ideas
Being curious – wondering why, how, what if …..?
Understanding why and how things happen
Observing carefully and closely
Experiencing and changing materials
Sharing the joy of finding things out with your friends.

Communication and Language is about:•
•
•

Being able to express your opinions and make your own choices
Talking, listening, discussing and recalling experiences
Maintaining attention during group activities.

Literacy is about:•
•
•

Enjoying stories – sharing books with others, telling stories and making them up
Believing in yourself as a reader and writer and developing the skills to become
one
Learning to recognise sounds, names, logos and symbols all around them

Expressive Arts and Design is about:•
•
•
•

Representing and communicating your ideas and feelings in a variety of ways
eg music, dance, language, role play and imagination
Expressing yourself through a wide range of media eg paint, clay, drawing, 3D
materials
Experiencing and enjoying beauty
Imagining, expressing and creating

Physical Development is about:•
•
•
•

Developing confidence and independence through achievement
Learning to use tools competently
Learning co-ordination and control
Building confidence, stamina, energy and strength

Mathematics is about:•
•
•
•
•
•

Appreciating pattern, and relationships
Logical thinking
Exploring and comparing shapes, quantities, height etc
Finding ways to solve mathematical problems eg estimating, measuring
Learning to use and understand mathematical language
Understanding and using number

Daily Routine
Routines are really important for young children. It enables them to feel, relaxed, safe and secure in their
environment, which will in turn make them more confident and happy learners.

Order of the day:
•
•
•
•

All children will begin their day with their key worker - The role of the key worker is extremely important in a large, busy
Foundation Unit. To ensure all our children flourish the key workers spend time forming special trusting relationships with
each child in their group. They will want to get to know you too!
Children will then move to their ‘teaching group’ and enjoy a short energetic, active and fun learning session which will
be age appropriate.
The children will then have access to the indoor and outdoor classroom, where they will be busy exploring, investigating
and carrying out their plan – whilst being carefully supported and extended by the adults in the unit.
Children will then return to their key worker for review time and will use this opportunity to share with their group what
they have been doing during their ‘busy/play’ time. They will then prepare for dinner time.

The routine will be the same in both the morning and the afternoon – with of course different teaching focus. Throughout the
day there will be plenty of opportunities for small group and focus group work led by an adult – which will be tailored to
meet the needs of all children.
•

At the end of the day the children will experience story time when they share a story with their key worker group before
preparing for home time.

Outdoor Play:Playing outdoors is essential for young children, not just for their growing bodies, but for the
development of their minds too. Outdoors they have opportunities for investigation,
exploration, for creative experiences, for working together in imaginative play, for sharing
and co-operation. As already mentioned we will be spending a lot of time outside in all
weathers. Be prepared for your children to come home mucky-the adults in the setting will
also be mucky at pick up times too!!!!

Healthy Living:We feel that it is important to promote a healthy lifestyle right from the start. We encourage children to play
outdoors and provide them with lots of opportunities to develop both their bodies and their minds.
Snack:Each child in the setting will be offered a piece of free fruit once a day in the mornings. Please provide your child
with a healthy snack for the afternoons. As we are promoting healthy living, a suitable snack would be some fruit
or vegetables. The children will independently access their snack throughout the morning and afternoon learning
sessions. Please provide your child with a clearly named water bottle. This will stay in school for your child’s weekly
session and we will replenish it daily.
School Dinners:F1 and F2 children will be offered, a balanced nutritious hot meal which complies with national standards and is
available from £2.0 a day. For F1 children that will be £4.02 per week (2 lunches). All pupils in KS1 and are offered
a school dinner every day free of charge. You may of course prefer your child to bring a packed lunch instead. A
healthy packed lunch should only consist of the amount of food they would normally eat. Unhealthy food is
discouraged and children are not allowed to bring fizzy drinks, crisps, sweets, chocolate, sweet biscuits or cake in
their packed lunch.
Milk:Milk is provided free to pupils until their 5th birthday after which there is a charge. F2 Parents (Reception) will need
to register with ‘Cool Milk’ online at www.coolmilk.com at the beginning of the academic year.
Behaviour Plan:In the Foundation Stage Unit we have a behaviour plan which uses positive instructional language alongside a
warning system. If a child receives 4 warnings during the day then parents/carers will be informed. If we have any
serious behavioural incidents parents/carers will be contacted immediately to discuss the next cause of action.

Illness:If children are not well they are better off at home, whatever they say! If you are not sure, check with your child’s key
workers. In the case of tummy upsets it is vital that children stay at home for at least 48 hours after the last incidence of
sickness and diarrhoea to prevent it spreading to others.

Head Lice:Please check your child’s hair regularly and if you find any signs of head lice consult your GP, treat the whole family and
inform your child’s key worker immediately.

Asthma:Foundation Stage staff need to know if your child has asthma, and if an inhaler is used, we need to keep one in the medical
cupboard, labelled with your child’s name. A meeting with our Health and Safety lead will take place in order to have a risk
assessment in place prior to your child starting school.

Childhood Infectious Diseases:There are lots of common infectious diseases which your children will invariably have at some time, perhaps at school. Please
let us know as soon as you suspect an infection, or have a diagnosis, so that we can inform other parents. We can also
advise you about the minimum exclusion periods.

Earache:Ear, nose and throat infections are very common in young children, but ear infections in particular should not be treated
lightly as ears can so easily be damaged permanently if infections are not treated. They are also very painful and children
need to be at home.

Medicines:As a general rule, children who have been prescribed medicines eg antibiotics, are recovering from an illness and are not
well enough to come to school. We therefore do not give medicine to children at school unless it is prearranged with the
school office. If you child takes any regular medicine – please inform a member of the team and we can help you arrange
for this to be administered.
Please do not hesitate to discuss any illness or treatment with the staff.

