
“What? Why there? Why care?” 
Geography at Methley Primary School 

Key Skills by Year Group 
 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Locational 
Knowledge 

* Name and locate at 
least three of the seven 
continents of the world 
* Name and locate at 
least two of the five 
oceans of the world 
* Name and locate at 
least three of the four 
countries of the United 
Kingdom 
* Name at least two of 
the four capital cities 
of the United Kingdom 
* Name and locate 
places studied. 
 
(also mapwork 
ongoing via class 
discussions, significant 
places, Newsround etc) 

* Name and locate the 
seven continents of the 
world and describe 
some in terms of 
hot/cold places 
* Name and locate the 
five oceans of the 
world 
* Identify and locate 
the North and South 
Poles and the 
Northern and 
Southern Hemispheres, 
Equator, Arctic Circle 
and Antarctic Circle as 
lines of latitude 
* Name and locate the 
four countries/capital 
cities of the United 
Kingdom 
* Name and locate 
places studied. 
 
(also mapwork 
ongoing via class 
discussions, significant 
places, Newsround etc) 

Ongoing (Newsround, 
mapwork across 
Curriculum, 
incidental): 
* Begin to locate 
countries in Europe, 
North and South 
America on a map 
* Begin to locate cities 
of the United Kingdom 
*Identify at least the 
position of Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere,  
Arctic and Antarctic 
Circle and the Prime/ 
Greenwich Meridian 
 
Y3 Geography 
 
* Name and locate 
places studied. 
*Name and locate 
significant rivers 
 

Ongoing (Newsround, 
mapwork across 
Curriculum, 
incidental): 
* Confidently locate 
countries in Europe, 
North and South 
America on a map 
*Locate cities of the 
United Kingdom and 
begin to identify 
counties 
*Identify at least 4 for 
the position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, 
the Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle, 
the Prime/ Greenwich 
Meridian and time 
zones 
 
Y4 Geography 
 
* Name and locate 
places studied. 
*Name and Locate 
major earthquakes 
and volcanoes around 
the world and 
understand how these 
link to the location of 

Ongoing (Newsround, 
mapwork across 
Curriculum, 
incidental): 
*Locate counties and 
cities of the United 
Kingdom and countries 
of the world on a map 
*Identify most for the 
position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, 
the Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle, 
the Prime/ Greenwich 
Meridian and time 
zones 
 
Y5 Geography 
 
* Name and locate 
places studied. 
*Name and locate 
significant islands 
*Name and locate the 
world’s climate zones, 
major biomes and 
vegetation belts using 
a world map. 
 

Ongoing (Newsround, 
mapwork across 
Curriculum, 
incidental): 
*Confidently counties 
and cities of the United 
Kingdom and countries 
of the world on a map 
*Identify the position 
and significance of 
latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/ Greenwich 
Meridian and time 
zones 
 
Y6 Geography 
* name and locate the 
countries of North and 
South America and 
use maps to identify 
major regions, cities 
and human and 
physical characteristics 
of the Americas.   
 



the world’s tectonic 
plates. 
Name and locate 
major mountain 
ranges 
 
 

 
Place 
Knowledge 

* Recognise that places 
change over time 
*Know the difference 
between Human and 
Physical features 
* Describe a few 
similarities and 
differences in human 
geography between 
places studied 

 

* I identify similarities 
and differences in 
human and physical 
geography of areas 
studied 

 

*Identify and discuss 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences between 
places studied (inc 
Sicily, Castleford and 
York), inc changes over 
time 
 
*Understand some of 
the ways in which 
rivers (focussing on 
Aire and Calder) affect 
the human and 
physical geography of 
places.  
 
 

*Make a range of 
comparisons in human 
and physical 
geography between 
Methley, York, 
Castleford and 
contrasting areas of 
Leeds (e.g. Harehills),  
 
* Recognise how 
mountains and 
volcanoes affect the 
human and physical 
geography of the 
places studied. 
 

*Identify and discuss 
similarities and 
differences between 
human and physical 
geography of places 
studied (Greece and 
UK) 
 
 

*Describe and 
understand similarities 
and differences 
between human and 
physical geography of 
places studied  
 

Human and 
Physical 
Geography 

Ongoing whole school 
project: 
* Begin to understand 
the future 
sustainability of the 
planet in the future 
and explore ways in 
which sustainability 
could be improved.   
 
 
* Identify seasonal 
patterns (ongoing) 
* Begin to ocate hot 
and cold areas of the 
world in relation to the 

Ongoing whole school 
project: 
* Begin to understand 
the future 
sustainability of the 
planet in the future 
and explore ways in 
which sustainability 
could be improved.   
 
 
* Identify seasonal and 
daily weather patterns 
(ongoing) 
* Locate hot and cold 
areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator 

Ongoing whole school 
project: 
* Investigate the future 
sustainability of the 
planet in the future 
and suggest ways in 
which sustainability 
could be improved.   
 
 
* Describe aspects of 
human and physical 
geography of places 
studied and how they 
have changed over 
time 
 

Ongoing whole school 
project: 
* Investigate the future 
sustainability of the 
planet in the future 
and suggest ways in 
which sustainability 
could be improved.   
 
 
*Describe an increased 
range of aspects of 
human and physical 
geography of places 
studied and how they 
have changed over 
time. 

Ongoing whole school 
project: 
* Investigate the future 
sustainability of the 
planet in the future 
and suggest ways in 
which sustainability 
could be improved.   
 
 
*Describe and 
understand an 
increasing variety of 
key aspects of physical 
and human (inc 
economic) geography 
of Greece and 

Ongoing whole school 
project: 
* Investigate the future 
sustainability of the 
planet in the future 
and suggest ways in 
which sustainability 
could be improved.   
 
 
* Understand the 
impact of climate 
zones and biomes on 
the human and 
physical geography of 
the Americas. 
 



Equator and North or 
South Poles 
*Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
human and physical 
features 

 

and North and South 
Poles 
*Use a wider range of 
basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
human and physical 
features 

 

*Begin to understand 
the water cycle 
 
*Describe the key 
features and uses of 
rivers (including Aire 
and Calder) and 
understand how their 
features and uses have 
changed over time. 
 
**Link Island Life to 
Windrush 

 
*Begin to understand 
the water cycle (also 
covered in Science) 
 
* Understand the key 
features of and the 
physical processes 
involved in the 
formation of 
mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes  
 
*Link Temples, Tombs 
and Treasures to 
Windrush 
 

Yorkshire/UK and how 
they have changed 
over time 
 
* Describe and 
understand the 
concept of climate. 
*Identify the key 
features of the world’s 
climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts 
 

*Understand and 
explain how rivers can 
impact and change 
the physical and 
human geography of 
the locations studied. 
(Amazon) 
 
* Identify, explain and 
compare the economic 
activity, land use, 
environmental issues 
and distribution of 
natural resources in 
Mexico and Braxil 
*Identify how aspects 
of the physical and 
human geography 
have changed over 
time 
 

Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork 

* Use maps, atlases 
and globes to identify 
studied regions more 
confidently and can 
use at least one 
accurately 
* Use simple compass 
directions with 
increasing accuracy 
* Recognise landmarks 
with increased 
accuracy  
* Devise a simple map 
with a key 

*Use maps, atlases and 
globes confidently to 
identify studied regions 
*Use simple compass 
directions confidently 
*Recognise landmarks  
*Devise a simple map 
with basic symbols in a 
key  
*Intro simple grid 
references 

* Use maps, atlases, 
globes and digital/ 
computer mapping to 
locate countries and 
describe features 
studied and can use at 
least one confidently 
*Begin  to use four 
figure grid references * 
Use symbols and key 
*Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure, 
record and present the 
human and physical 
features in the local 
area  

* Gain confidence with 
maps, atlases, globes 
and digital/ computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and describe 
features studied 
*Use eight points of a 
compass, four figure 
grid references and are 
become more 
confident with symbols 
and key (including the 
use of Ordnance 
Survey Maps)  
*Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure, 
record and present the 
human and physical 
features in the local 
area 

Confidently use maps, 
atlases, globes and 
digital/ computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and describe 
features studied 
*Use most of the eight 
points of a compass, 
four figure grid 
references confidently 
and six figures more 
accurately, symbols 
and key (including the 
use of Ordnance 
Survey Maps)  
*Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure, 
record and present 
human and physical 
features  

*Confidently use maps, 
atlases, globes and 
digital/ computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and describe 
features studied 
*Confidently use the 
eight points of a 
compass, four and six 
figure grid references, 
symbols and key 
(including the use of 
Ordnance Survey 
Maps)  
*Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure, 
record and present the 
human and physical 
features,  using a 
range of methods, 
including sketch maps, 



plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies 

 


