
 

Early Years – F1 
Super Me Let’s Celebrate 

 

It’s a Toy Story Once upon a time… A Bugs Life Off we go! 

Overview 

During this unit in History 

the children will learn 

about being babies.  What 

they can and cannot do.  

They will bring in pictures 

as a baby and examine 

changes and compare to 

what they do now. The 

children wil create a blank 

time line, drawing picture 

of what they could do when 

they were a certain age. 

Children will also examine 

Autumn and talk about 

what changes they notice 

and describe what is 

happening and compare to 

different seasons. 

 

During this unit in History 

the children will learn 

about different 

celebrations and festivals.  

They will focus on 

knowledge and how this 

have changed between then 

and now.  The festivals 

they will examine are 

Halloween, Guy Fawkes, 

Armistice Day and  

Christmas. 

They will also discuss 

winter and talk about what 

changes they notice and 

describe what is happening 

and compare to different 

seasons. 

During this unit in history 

the children will learn about 

old toys and what children 

played with in the past.  

They will ask different 

people of different ages 

what they played with when 

they were children and then 

they will then compare to 

the type of toys they play 

with now.   

 

During this unit in History 

the children will learn all 

about Traditional tales.  

They will look at the 

similarities in the stories 

and when they were 

written.  The will examine 

how they were written in 

the past and how they are 

generational.  

Comparing and contrasting 

to books of today. 
 

 

 

During this unit in History 

the children will be 

examining mini beasts and 

life cycles.  The will be 

looking at different ways in 

which things grow and 

comparing to the past.  Is 

it the same or different? 

There will be a delivery of 

chicks and eggs to support 

their understanding growth 

and development. 

During this unit in History 

the children will learn 

about the summer and what 

we do in the summer. They 

will be making links to the 

seaside and under the sea. 

We will be examining family 

traditions and what our 

grandparents did when 

going to the seaside and 

comparing to what we do 

now. 

We will be looking for 

fossils and talking about 

how they were created and 

how long ago they formed. 

Skills  

● Compare and 

contrast 

● Similarities and 

differences. 

● Showing curiosity 

about objects, 

events and people. 

● Using language 

related to time 

 

● Compare and 

contrast 

● Similarities and 

differences. 

● Showing curiosity 

about objects, 

events and people. 

● Using language 

related to time 

 

● Compare and 

contrast 

● Similarities and 

differences. 

● Showing curiosity 

about objects, 

events and people. 

● Using language 

related to time 

● Showing particular 

interests 

 

● Compare and 

contrast 

● Similarities and 

differences. 

● Showing curiosity 

about objects, 

events and people. 

● Using language 

related to time 

● Showing particular 

interests 

 

● Compare and 

contrast 

● Similarities and 

differences. 

● Showing curiosity 

about objects, 

events and people. 

● Using language 

related to time 

● Showing particular 

interests 

● Making links to 

understand growth 

and development. 

● Compare and 

contrast 

● Similarities and 

differences. 

● Showing curiosity 

about objects, 

events and people. 

● Using language 

related to time 

● Showing particular 

interests 

● Making links to 

understand growth 

and development. 
Vocabulary 

History,  now, later, then, today, yesterday, tomorrow, day, week, month, long ago. old, new, birthdays, seasons. 



Early Years – F2 
Super Me! Festivals and 

Celebrations. 

Infinity and Beyond! Land Before Time Healthy Me! Under the Sea. 

Overview 

During this unit, in History 

the children will learn all 

about similarities and 

differences. 

The children will bring in 

photographs of themselves 

as babies and to discuss 

how they have changed 

over time and their 

families.  What they are 

good at and makes them 

special. We will look at lots 

of different families and 

how they are made up. 

We will also be focusing on 

Autumn.  Thinking about 

the weather, what we eat, 

what happens to the trees, 

what happens in the garden 

and also what people wear 

in autumn.   

During this unit, in History 

the children will learn all 

about similarities and 

differences. 

Children will look at past 

events. How people 

celebrated in the recent 

past and how particular 

past events are still 

celebrated.  We will be re-

examining Halloween, Guy 

Fawkes, Armistice Day and 

Christmas 

We will be also focusing on 

harvest and linking it to 

autumn. 

 During this unit, in History 

the children will learn all 

about similarities and 

differences within space 

and space travel.  What is 

different now and what it 

was like for the first 

astronauts to land on the 

moon. Children will 

investigate space and how 

astronauts/rockets evolved 

to be able to fly to the 

moon and who the 

astronauts were as well as 

what is different in today’s 

space race. 

We will also be focusing on 

Winter.  Thinking about the 

weather, what we eat, what 

happens to the trees, what 

happens in the garden and 

also what people wear in 

winter. 

During this unit, in History 

the children will learn all 

about similarities and 

differences between the 

dinosaurs. Children will 

learn all about dinosaurs 

and why they are extinct 

today. We will investigate 

similarities and differences 

in types of dinosaurs and 

compare to animals today 

and which prehistoric 

animals are still here and 

not extinct. 

We will also be focusing on 

Spring.  Thinking about the 

weather, what we eat, what 

happens to the trees, what 

happens in the garden and 

also what people wear in 

spring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

During this unit, in History 

the children will learn all 

about similarities and 

differences between how 

we look after ourselves now 

and the differences 

between now and the past. 

Children will have lots of 

visitors this term and we 

will be asking questions 

about how and why we do 

things now and compare to 

how it was in previous 

times. 

We will also be focusing on 

summer.  Thinking about 

the weather, what we eat, 

what happens to the trees, 

what happens in the garden 

and also what people wear 

in summer. 

 

VE day celebrations. 

During this unit, in History 

the children will learn all 

about similarities and 

differences in the seaside 

and how it has changed 

over time. 

Children will be examining 

all about what is happening 

under the sea.  We will be 

looking at under the sea 

and how plastics and 

recycling are destroying 

our world and comparing to 

how the sea used to look. 

We will also be focusing on 

summer.  Thinking about 

the weather, the seaside 

and making links 



Skills  

● Using a visual 

timetable  - 

explain what is 

happening and 

when it is 

happening 

● Compare and 

contrast past and 

present families 

● Order and 

sequences familiar 

events 

● Making links to 

understanding 

growth and 

development 

 

 

● Order and 

sequences familiar 

events 

● Recount and event, 

verbally. 
● Making links to 

understanding 

growth and 

development 

 

● Order and 

sequences familiar 

events 

● Compare and contrast 

● Similarities and 

differences. 

● Making links to 

understanding growth 

and development 

● Showing curiosity 

about objects, events 

and people. 

● Showing particular 

interests. 

 

● Order and 

sequences familiar 

events 

● Recount an event 

verbally and written 

● Use past, present and 

future forms 

accurately when 

talking about events 

that have happened 

or are to happen in 

the future. 

● Making links to 

understanding growth 

and development 

 

● Order and 

sequences familiar 

events 

● Recount an event 

verbally and written 

● Use past, present and 

future forms 

accurately when 

talking about events 

that have happened 

or are to happen in 

the future. 
● Making links to 

understanding growth 

and development 

 

● Order and 

sequences familiar 

events 

● Recount an event 

verbally and written 

● Use past, present and 

future forms 

accurately when 

talking about events 

that have happened 

or are to happen in 

the future. 
● Making links to 

understanding growth 

and development 

 

Vocabulary 

History, today, yesterday, tomorrow, the present, the past, the future, day, week, month, long ago. old, new, recent, months,years 

Related Topics 

Super Me Let’s Celebrate 

 

It’s a Toy Story Once upon a time…  Off we go! 

Trips  

 

This Green Moon – The land Before Time. Spring 2. 

Visitors – Dentist, doctor, paramedic, nurse, - Healthy Me! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 
The Magic Toymaker 

What was life like when our grandparents were children? 

Buildings  

Should we still celebrate Bonfire Night? Did the Great 

Fire make London a better or worse place? 

 

 

Overview 

 

In this unit, the children will explore similarities and 

differences between their own lives and those of people 

their grandparents’ age. The unit focuses on different 

types of toys and games and provides opportunities for 

classroom visitors. The children will be focusing on how to 

decide if a toy is new or old.  They may create their own 

toy museum. The resources provided reference mostly 

the 1950s and 1960s when the majority of the children’s 

grandparents were children. If you find the average age 

of the children’s grandparents is lower, you may want to 

adjust the planning to reflect a childhood in the 1970s. 

While this unit focuses on childhood in Britain, it is 

possible that some of the children’s grandparents may 

have been born overseas. In these cases, you may need to 

adjust some of the resources celebrating cultural capital.  

 

 

Society/Culture – Grandparents, toys, games. 

 

Legacy – Which toys stand the test of time,  

 How to play games and use toys? 

How know old/new toys? 

Technology - How has the development of technology 

changed the toys we play with?  

 

Religion - What was different about the toys children 

played with on a Sunday in the Victorian times?  

 

 

Exit Event: Create a toy museum.  
Jumble Sale to raise money for those who don’t have toys. 

Puppet theatre 

 

 

In this unit, the children will explore two very different 

events within the Stuart period. First, the children will 

investigate the events of the Gunpowder Plot which led to 

Bonfire Night being introduced into the UK calendar, with 

opportunities provided for families to recount their 

Bonfire Night experiences and examine the Houses of 

Parliament. Next, they will study the Great Fire of 

London, and decide whether or not it improved London for 

those living there. They will learn to interpret evidence 

from the time and afterwards, investigating how buildings 

were made in the past and starting to examine whether all 

sources are reliable.  

 

Government – Parliament and King James  

 

Society/Culture – London Buildings past and present 

How is bonfire night celebrated?  

 

Legacy – how we have learned from the past and buildings 

are now built. 

Creation of a ‘fire service’ in 1680.  

 

Technology - What do we have to fight fires now that we 
didn’t have in the past? (Fire engines, hoses, etc compared to 

water squirts and leather buckets).  

 

Democracy - What happens in Parliament - British values   

  

Exit Event – re-enactment of burning down Pudding Lane 

What makes a building special? 

 

Firework dance 

 
 

 

 

 



Skills  

• develop an awareness of the past 

• know where the people and events they study fit within a 

chronological framework 

• identify similarities and differences between ways of life in 

different periods 

• use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms 

• ask and answer questions, choosing parts of sources to show 

that they know and understand key features 

• understand some of the ways in which we find out about the 

past 

• identify different ways in which it is represented.  
 

- develop an awareness of the past, using common words and 

phrases relating to the passing of time  

• know where the people they study fit within a chronological 

framework 

• understand some of the ways in which we find out about the 

past 

• identify different ways in which it is represented 

• ask and answer questions, choosing and using sources to show 

that they know and understand the key features of events 

• use parts of sources to show that they know and understand key 

features of events 

• use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. 

• use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms 

• ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of 

stories and other sources to show that they know and 

understand key features 
identify similarities and differences between ways of life in 

different periods 

 

Vocabulary 

past, present, future, time, history, chronological, now,  then, long ago, legacy 

Related Topics 

Super Me Year 4 Unit 2: Romans and buildings legacy  

A link of time period will be made. 

New Building materials - Romans 

 

 

Trips / VISITS 

Abbey Abbey House – Toys and Games & Houses and Homes  

 

M,M,M   Grandparents visit with their toys from childhood 

Fire station visit and/or fire- fighter and engine visit school 

Visit St Oswald’s Church (religion e.g Guy Fawkes - hook - 

significant building - materials 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 
From A - B 

How significant is Grace Darling? What is her legacy? 

A Day in the Life.  NOT 2020/2021 As objectives 

covered in y1 2019 

 

 

Overview 

This topic should link with the ‘Under the Sea’ and ‘Off 

We Go!’ topics taught in the foundation stage, but focus 

on Grace Darling as a significant person and the historical 

events associated with her. Children should use artefacts, 

particularly a picture of Grace Darling to ask a number of 

historical questions such as what did she do or why she 

might be famous. Children should then understand what a 

lighthouse is discussing important job they do.  Children 

will also look at different types of transport from the 

past and create a timeline to show when different types 

of transport were invented. The children will then 

compare the legacy of Harriet Tubman and how she 

guided her family and dozens of other enslaved people to 

freedom in North America linked to ‘Black History Month’ 

Society/Culture – Lighthouses, boats, past and present 

comparisons 

Legacy - Grace Darling – a national heroine after risking 

her life to save stranded survivors of the wrecked 

steamship Fotfarshire in 1838.  

 
Exit Event: To create an indoor pop-up seaside with lighthouse. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In this unit children will be focusing on changes within 

living memory and beyond living memory.  They will look at 

the legacy of work life and compare Mary Seacole and 

Florence Nightingale.  They will also examine different 

jobs within a local mining village and look at significant 

events in their own locality. 

  

Society/Culture – Jobs people used to do in the past and 

significant people from the past.  Also what our local area 

might have looked like 100 years ago. 

 

Legacy – Florence Nightingale and how she realised that 

cleanliness had an impact on the survival of patients. 

 

Exit Event: Create a historical fact file for their 

favourite significant person. 

 

 

 



Skills  

- learn about changes within living memory and beyond 

living memory 

• understand historical concepts such as continuity and 

change, similarity and difference 

• ask historically valid questions 

• identify similarities and differences between ways of 

life in different periods 

• ask and answer questions 

• understand some of the ways in which we find out about 

the past 

• identify different ways in which the past is represented 

• use a wide range of everyday historical terms 

• use parts of stories and other sources to show they 

know and understand key features of events 

• use sources to show they know and understand the past 

• suggest reasons why changes took place. 
 

•develop an awareness of the past, using common words and 

phrases relating to the passing of time 

• choose and use parts of stories and other sources that they 

know and understand key features of events 

• understand some of the ways in which we find out about the 

past 

• identify different ways in which it is represented 

• use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms 

• know where events they study fit within a chronological 

framework- 

 use common words and phrases relating to the passing of 

time 

• know where the people they study fit within a chronological 

framework 

• ask and answer questions 

• understand some of the ways in which we find out about the 

past and identify different ways in which it is represented 

• choose parts of sources to show that they know and 

understand key features of events 

• use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary 

Similarities, differences, national, international, global, regional, local, many years ago, in the future, study, period, century, old, before, after, legacy, religion, society, 
culture, egalitarian 

Related Topics  

Year 2 – year 4 All aboard – First Railways  Year 1 – Great Explorers 

Links will be made when they looked at what it was like to 

be a child in the 1950s and 1960s. 

Year 1 – Great Explorers – significance and legacy  

 

Trips 

Coal Mining visit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 3  
 Scavengers and Settlers - The Stone Age, Bronze and Iron Age  

 What was new about the Stone Age? 

Which was more impressive – the Bronze Age or the Iron Age? 

 

Riotous Romans 
 

Overview 

In this unit, the children will explore how life changed for people during different 

periods of the Stone Age, including the Early, Middle and New Stone Ages. They 

will cover why the period was called the Stone Age and what archaeological 

evidence there is from the period, particularly in the form of artefacts and 

monuments. The key focus will be on the New Stone Age and how that contrasts 

with the earlier periods. They will study what our earliest ancestors looked like and 

how people were able to survive.  The children will be focusing on how they can use 

archaeological evidence to find out about a prehistoric hunter.  They will also be 

examining where our ancestors settled and how they lived.  

 

Moreover, in this unit, the children will explore the key features of the Bronze and 

Iron Ages and come to conclusions about the developments within the periods. 

They will explore questions about change by learning about migration across Europe 

and the beliefs and customs in early religion related to the great mystery of 

Stonehenge. Throughout the unit, the children will use a variety of sources of 

evidence to investigate the period, including archaeological evidence with a focus 

on the Amesbury Archer,  

 

Religion  

Bronze Age – objects from the time suggest that the Bronze Age brought about 

big changes in religious practices. One of the greatest was that people stopped 

building large ritual monuments, such as stone circles. 
Iron Age - Iron Age religions were polytheistic, meaning they believed in more 

than one god. These gods and goddesses often were responsible for various 

aspects of ancient life, and many required gifts or sacrifices. Without those, 

ancient people believed the gods could cause disaster or hardship. 
Technology 

Bronze Age – Bronze Age, period in the development of technology when metals 

were first used regularly in the manufacture of tools and weapons. Pure copper 

and bronze, an alloy of copper and tin, were used indiscriminately at first; this 

early period is sometimes called the Copper Age 

Iron Age - Iron Age technology is characterized by the production of tools and 

weaponry by ferrous metallurgy (ironworking), more specifically from carbon steel. 

Control of fire, agriculture and clothing 

Society/Culture – 

In this unit, the children will learn about the Roman invasion of Britain and its impact on the 

lives of the Celts. They should consider whether the Roman settlement was a positive 

experience for all involved and explore the long-term legacy of the invasion. They will use a 

variety of sources of evidence to investigate the topic, including visual sources of artefacts 

(the Vindolanda Tablets) and archaeological sites (Hadrian’s Wall).  The children will also 

embark in a local history study and link it to the Roman settlement of Castleford. 

 

Government  Republic, Senate, Consuls, Nobels, Plebian 

  

Empire - Julius Ceasar, successful campaigns and what legacy the empire provided.  

 

 

Religion – Gods, temples, rituals. Druids, Celtic deities, early Christianity. 

 

Technology – Roads, machines, heating, aqueducts, buildings. 

 

Military – Roman army, legions, training, armour, tactics and discipline. 

 

Society/Culture – Roman slaves, gladiators, roman housing 

 

Legacy – Establishing cities/towns, roads, aqueducts, indoor plumbing, Latin, new building 

materials, library, shops, legal system 

 

Exit Event: A video reconstruction of life as a roman 

 



 

Bronze Age – Arable farming, which is where land is used to grow crops like corn, 

barley, and millet, was common, but during the Iron Age, wheat was most 

predominant. 

Iron Age - Iron Age was accompanied by a period of cultural decline.  

Arable farming, which is where land is used to grow crops like corn, barley, and 

millet, was common, but during the Iron Age, wheat was most predominant 

.Discovered farming – grew pulses, cereals, flax 

 

 

Legacy –  

Bronze Age – Beginning of language 

 

Iron Age - most major technology made in prehistoric times – fire, wheel,  cave 

paintings, prehistoric art, 

 

Exit Event Creative work – look at achievements of the Bronze and Iron Ages 

and pitch them in a Dragon’s Den scenario. 

 

 

 

 

 

Skills 
Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time • 

- Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British history • 

- Develop the appropriate use of historical terms and note connections and contrasts over 

time  

- Construct informed responses that involve the selection of relevant historical information • 

- Regularly address historically valid questions about similarity and difference  

- Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources  

- Establish clear narratives within and across the periods they study 

Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British history 

- Address historically valid questions about change, cause and significance 

- Construct informed responses that involve the thoughtful selection and organisation of historical 

information 

-Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources 

-Note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms 

-Address and devise historically valid questions about similarity and difference 
 

Vocabulary 

Chronology, CE/BCE, Common Era, Before Common era (Non-religious connotations), AD/BC, period, consequence, circa, local, regional, significant, government, empire, 

technology, military, evidence – primary /secondary 

Related Topics  

Y1 Buildings 

Y 2From A-B 

 

 

Year 6 Unit 1 – Ancient Greece  

This topic will have provided the children with the knowledge and understanding of what an ‘empire’ is. 

They should compare both empires and discuss differences and similarities  

Language - Latin 

Year 3 Unit 1 and 2: The Bronze Age and the Iron Age. 

 



Trips 

 Leeds Discovery Centre – Stone Age to Iron Age 
 

 
Romans Day in the Life. York. 
Leeds City Museum - Ancient Worlds: Romans   

Leeds Discovery: What have the Romans ever done for us? 

Castleford Library/Castleford Ruins 

Muton park - murtonpark.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 4  
Temples, Tombs and Treasures - Ancient Egypt 

How much did the Ancient Egyptians achieve? 

 

All Aboard – First Railways 

How did railways impact Britain? 

A local history study. 

 

Overview 

In this unit, the children should explore who the Ancient Egyptians were, what they 

did, and discuss whether Ancient Egypt deserves its reputation as one of the most 

important early civilisations. Examining this era supports the children in understanding 

where they were located in time and place. There should be a strong focus on sources 

of evidence and different ways of producing their evidence within this unit and this 

makes an excellent link to the Exit Event. 

 

Government – Egyptian Pharaohs, monarchy, kings ruled by mandate from gods. 

 

Empire - Riches made them vulnerable for attack.  Came from ability to adapt to 

conditions of River Nile for agriculture. Irrigation, social development and culture. 

 

Religion – Gods and Temples - Became more widespread, pyramids, mummies, hidden 

tombs.  Villages often chose specific god to represent.  Individuals sometimes chose 

gods to support their profession.  Gods represented by animals, like crocodile, rams, 

lions and cats. 

 

Technology – Irrigation, agriculture, of canal system, significant building projects 

Pyramids, Sphinx,  

 

Military – Used arrow which killed may enemies from long distance.  Foot soldiers, 

infantry, axes, spears and short swords.  Chariots, wheeled carriages, warhorses. 

 

Society/Culture – Three Kingdoms – Old Kingdom, Middle Kingdom, New Kingdom. 

Spending and organisation of defences to protect the kingdom. Farmers, excellent soil 

provided by river Nile, cereal crops grown, made into bread and beer.  Produce owned 

by landowner or state. Could be doctor, engineers.  Slavery, could buy freedom, women 

had more rights than roman women. (Cleopatra) 

 

Legacy – Hieroglyphs, writing materials, ploughs drawn by oxen, key operated locks. 

 

 

Exit Event: Thutmose Challenge 

21st Century Time Capsule  

In this unit, the children will be studying all about the early innovators who invented the 

railways, such as Thomas Savey and James Watt, moving on to George Stephenson.  They 

will consider the impact of the railways on different groups in society and look at how the 

railways changed towns and cities in Britain. The focus will also be on the working 

conditions for the people who were building the railways and how the growth of the 

railways impacted on how people spent their leisure time.  They will examine how the 

railways were built and continue to develop around the world.  They will also examine how 

railway safety has changed throughout time. 

Technology – From horse power with carts and carriages on wooden tracts - steam trains – 

diesel/oil trains – electric. 

Also the railway lines. 

 

 

Society/Culture – Large Labour force called Navvies. They were low paid and usually 

former agriculture people who had been made redundant.  1/3 Irish people created the 

railways, due to starvation from the potato famine.  They worked in appalling and 

dangerous working conditions. 

 

Legacy – Need for standardisation of time to incorporate railway schedules.  Time needed 

to be measured accurately so GMT was developed. 

 

 

A local History Study 

 

 

 
Exit Event: memorial to an explorer/ take the children to a railway station and have a 

journey on a train, creating a display about it when you return to school. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Skills 
- Study the achievements of the earliest civilisations  

-Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understand of British, local and world history  

-Note connections, contrasts and trends over time  

-Develop the use of historical terms 

-Begin to understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources   

-Address and devise historically valid questions about similarity, difference and significance 

-Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant 

historical information 

 

Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time  

-Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British and local history  

-Develop the appropriate use of historical terms Address and devise historical valid questions about 

change, cause, similarity, difference and significance  

-Construct informed responses that involve selection of relevant information  

-Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources 

Address historically valid questions about change, similarity and difference 

 –Develop the use of historical terms 

- Address historically valid questions about trends and significance. 

Related Topics 
Year 3 Unit 1: The Stone Age and Year 3, Unit 2: The Bronze Age and the Iron Age 

During this topic make comparisons with what was happening in Britain at the same time, linking back to 

prior learning in Year 3. This helps the children to understand why the achievements of the 

Ancient Egyptians should be regarded as so significant. 

Year 6 Unit 1 – Ancient Greece  

This topic will have provided the children with the knowledge and understanding of what an ‘empire’ is. 

They should compare both empires and discuss differences and similarities  

Language - Latin 

Year 3 Unit 1 and 2: The Bronze Age and the Iron Age. 

 

Vocabulary 

Interpretations, perspective, cause , effect, parliamentary, empire, government, democracy 
 

 

Trips  

Leeds City Museum - Ancient Worlds: Ancient Egypt  

Leeds Discovery: Walk like an Egyptian  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middleton railway  - middletonrailway.org.uk (free) 
 York Railway Museum 



Year 5   
Myths and Legends 

Ancient Greece 

Linked to the Great, the Bold and the brave 

Greece focus. 
Ancient Greece 

What did the Greeks do for us?  

Causation question, linked to Britain for a study on 

the legacy of Greek culture (language and literature) 

on later periods in British history, including the 

present day.  Why did Ancient Greece loose power? 

 

The Great, The Bold, The Brave - The Vikings and the 

struggle for the Kingdom of England. 

Raiders or traders?  

The Anglo-Saxons and the struggle for the kingdom of 

England to time of Edward the Confessor. 

EQ - Was the Anglo-Saxon period really a Dark Age? 

 

  

Overview 

 
In this unit, the children will be investigating a number of 

case studies, children should understand that Ancient Greece 

had established and empire and was ‘ahead of the time’. 

Using sources of evidence children should look at Greek vases 

and understand how they are important for us to understand 

what life was like in Athens and other ancient Greek cities. 

After gaining an understanding of the Greek empire they 

should gain an understanding of the aspects of political, 

social and cultural Greek life.  They should then focus on 

examining the legacy of the Ancient Greeks. 

 

Government – Democracy, monarchy, oligarchy, 

philosophies, politics, city states.  Bodies of government - 

The assembly, The council, The Courts. 

 

Empire -  Slavery, democracy, settlements, ruled by own 

city, Persian threat 

 

Religion – central part of everyday life.  Gods, 

goddesses, mount Olympus, temples, priests. 

 

Technology – Archimedes screw, bronze casting 

techniques, use of steam to operate machines, water 

clock, toys and chart to find prime numbers, Trireme 

(boat design) 

 

Military – Sparta verses Athens 

Spear, armour, military formation – phalanx,  

In this unit, the children will learn about the world of the 

Anglo-Saxons. Focus will be on Anglo-Saxon invasions, 

settlements and Kingdoms, including place names and 

village life. They will consider why they came to Britain and 

whether the period deserves to be called the ‘Dark Ages’. 

Links will be made to prior learning, particularly to Year 4 

Unit 2: Roman Britain. Throughout the unit, there is a 

strong focus on the range of sources that provide us with 

evidence about the people living at that time. They will 

learn about the importance of archaeological evidence and 

the work of the archaeologist, as well as the accidental 

finds of metal-detectorists.  

 

To compare and contrast in this unit, the children will also 

learn about the Vikings and consider the reasons they 

raided and then settled in Britain. They will investigate the 

popular view of the Vikings as raiders, ruthless in their 

ways of obtaining wealth. They will study primary sources 

of evidence, such as accounts by monks of the raid on 

Lindisfarne, as well as archaeological finds, to understand 

why this interpretation of the Vikings has become so 

popular. Pupils should gain an understanding of the 

resistance by King Alfred and then use their knowledge of 

Anglo Saxon and Vikings to compare and contrast the two 

time periods. 

 

 



 

Society/Culture – Farming, agrarian, growing crops, 

homes, cooking, washing, women 2nd class, marriage, 

education. 

 

Legacy – common language and culture, Olympic games, 

philosophy, democracy, theatre, architecture, science 

and technology, sports, art 
 

Exit Event: Greek Museum  

 

Government – Oldest parliament, no central government, 

banded in clans, each clan had village, Law and democracy 

root of Viking government. 

 

Empire - Expanded, built settlements, Viking travellers 

and colonists seen as brutal raiders. 

 

Religion – Monasteries in Britain were easy to raid and 

frequently raided. 

 

Technology – Ship building, comb. 

 

Military – Long ships,  sail shallow waters, Lindesfarne. 

Big battles Battle of Eddington, Treaty of Alfred and 

Guthrum. Co- existance 

 

Society/Culture – From - Scandinavia, Denmark, Norway, 

Sweden. Not good farmers 

 

Legacy – Language, explored America, oldest parliament, 

settlements, market towns. 

 

Exit Event: A class book of Viking Sagas 

 

Government – settlement, kings, leaders 

 

Empire -  Took control of Britain, cleared forests – 

farmland, peaceful, co- existence, invasion 

 

Religion – Pope sent Augustine – convert to Christianity. 

Ethlebert of Kent – built first church. 

 

Technology – 

 

Military – Sailed to mainland Britain to invade. 

 

Society/Culture – Tribes, German, Holland, Demark, not 

enough food, lands flooded sailed to mainland Britain, 

brought tools, weapons, livestock, farmland, farmers, 

wooden homes, families, food and drink. 

 



Legacy – Language, how Britain was divided into counties 

Diversity – linked to British values – immigration. 

 

Exit Event: Simulated excavation in the school grounds. 

(This is an opportunity for the children to work as 

archaeologists in their own environment) 

 

The children will examine archaeological evidence, such as 

the Sutton Hoo ship burial and the Staffordshire hoard, 

while using written evidence from the time, including 

Beowulf, to provide context for the archaeological finds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skills 

- Address and devise historically valid questions about 

similarity and difference  

-Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful 

selection and organisation of relevant historical 

information 

-Understand how our knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a range of sources 

-Continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge 

and understanding of world history 

-Develop the use of historical terms 

-Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of British history  

-Establish clear narratives over periods of study  

- Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed 

from a range of sources 

- Establish clear narratives within and across the periods 

- Address historically valid questions about cause 

of relevant historical information 

-Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of British and world history  

-Develop the appropriate use of historical terms  

-Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed 

from a range of sources  

-Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful 

selection and organisation of relevant historical 

information  

 



-Note connections, contrasts and trends over time and 

develop the use of historical terms  

-Understand how our knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a range of sources  

-Address historically valid questions about continuity and 

change and cause 

-Address and devise historically valid questions about 

continuity and change, similarity and difference, and 

significance  

-Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful 

selection and organisation of relevant historical 

information 
 

-Note connections, contrasts and trends over time  

-Regularly address and devise historically valid questions 

about significance 

Related Topics  

Year 4 Year 4 Unit 1 – Ancient Egypt  

During this topic children will use their knowledge of 

civilisation to explore the ancient Greek civilisation.  

 

Year 3 – Romans During this topic children will use their 

knowledge and make links to Language, Empire, Slavery, 

Farming 

Vikings 

 Roman Britain Children will need to first recap the major 

areas of chronology already covered (Stone Age settlers, 

Romans in Britain) and then look at ‘who came next?’ 

 

Vocabulary 

Interpretations, perspective, cause , effect, parliamentary, empire, government, democracy 

Trips 

Leeds  

Leeds City Museum - Ancient Worlds: Ancient Greek   

York museum trust - yorkmuseumtrust.org.uk 

Jorvik – Skype a Viking 

York - Jorvik Centre 

Murton park - mutonpark.co.uk 

City Museum: Anglo Saxon 

Temple Newsam: Anglo Saxon 

       Murton park - mutonpark.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 6  
The Story of English- How has different times influenced our language? 

 
Journey to the River Sea ( based on  some of AD900) 

The Maya Civilisation  

Why should we remember the Maya? 

Overview 

In this unit the children will explore the History of language and how it has 

developed over time.  They will recap and review all the historical periods 

that we have already covered from Year 3 (Romans - Latins), Year 5 (Anglo 

Saxons, Vikings, Greece).  The children will also examine the Elizabethan 

Period with a focus on Shakespeare.  
 

 

 

In this unit, the children will explore the world of the 

Maya and debate whether they should continue to be remembered today as a significant 

culture. The children will begin by learning about the lives of the Maya today, before 

focusing on ancient Maya architectural achievements, their religion and surviving writings. 

They will also study the possible reasons why the Maya city states declined after 900 AD, 

looking at conspiracy theories and considering whether everything they read online is 

reliable. They will consider the issues faced when studying a culture where only limited 

types of evidence are available, predominantly archaeological evidence. While studying the 

unit, it is important to check the news for information about any new finds about the 

culture. 

 

Government – No central point of authority, society organised through rulers at local level. 

Democracy. 

 

Empire - Reached peak of power sixth century AD.  Excelled at agriculture, pottery, 

hieroglyph writing calendar making, mathematics architecture and symbolic artwork. 

 

Religion – Temple - central point of settlement. The priest. Religion influences by 

elements. Heaven, Earth, Underword 

 

Technology – Tools for sculpture, chisels, gouges, axes adzes and hoes. 

 

Military – clubs, axes, stabbing spears and knives. Familiar with tactical warfare. No 

horses and chariots. 

 

Society/Culture – Plaza, meeting points, ball court, games played, farmers, trade, 

agriculture, population growth dependent on land supporting its people. Collapse – drought? 

How was a settlement put together? What important to have in a town? 

 

Legacy – Writing, hieroglyphs, symbol, logograms 

Astronomy, sculpture, architecture, medicine, number system, chocolate 

 

Exit Event: Maya-style codex. The completed codices can then be displayed and 

shared with parents. 

 

 



Skills 

- Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources 

- Establish clear narratives within and across the periods 

- Address historically valid questions about cause 

of relevant historical information 

-Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British and world 

history  

-Develop the appropriate use of historical terms  

-Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources  

-Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of 

relevant historical information  

-Note connections, contrasts and trends over time  

-Regularly address and devise historically valid questions about significance 

- Establish clear narratives within and across periods they study 

- Regularly address historically valid questions about similarity and difference and significance 

- Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant 

historical information 

- Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources 

- Note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of 

historical terms 

- Address and devise historically valid questions about significance 

Related Topics 
Year   Year 3  - Unit 2– Romans 

Year 5   Year 5 – Anglo Saxon and Greece 

 

 

Year 3 Unit 1 The Stone Age  

Year 4 Unit 1: The Ancient Egyptians 

Children should have a strong awareness of the length of this time period and make links 

to these societies 

Vocabulary 

Civilisation, analyse, political, contrast, parliamentary, continuity, empire, military, technology 
Trips 

 VISITOR- Shakespeare Workshop 

 

VISIT- Stratford/ London Globe theatre. 

 


