
 
 

                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          November 2021 Methley Primary School  

Welcome back!  
The children have already got their teeth into their new topic. They are obviously very 
well rested and it has been great to hear about their adventures over the holidays. 
Follow us on our Class Dojo for updates, sharing some of the wonderful work we create 
each week.  

 Topic 

This half term, our topic is 
Active Planet where we will 
be focusing on the natural 
occurrences in the world 
around us. We kicked this 
off with our art project 
where the children have 
explored form, shape and 
texture as well as 
researching the work of 
Jackson Pollock and using his 
techniques in our final piece. 
Our focus will then move to 
our geography skills. This 
will begin with our visit to 
Magna and the children will 
learn about: about how the 
Earth is formed , what a 
mountain is and where the 
most famous mountains in 
the world are located, what 
a volcano is and where they 
are in the world as well as 
the different stages of a 
volcano’s life, what causes an 
earthquake and how 
earthquakes can be 
measured 

We will also learn how the 
land around natural disaster 
zones is used and about the 
impact of mountains, 
earthquakes and volcanic 
activity on the land and 
human activity. 

 .  

As Mathematicians we will be 
learning to… 
We will continue look at. Addition and 
subtraction strategies using larger numbers 
using concrete, pictorial and formal methods. 
We will also be continuing to focus on quick 
retrieval of number bonds to 20 and 
multiplications facts to 12 x 12 

As Writers we will be learning to… 
We will complete our  explanation text based on 
‘The Teacher-Pleaser Machine’. We will then 
focus back to narrative writing where we will be 
looking at description to support us writing a 
defeating the monster story based on Beowulf. 
We will finish 2021 off by developing our poetry 
skills and write a poem. 

As Readers we will be learning to… 
 We will be reading the Fire-Work Maker’s 
Daughter, followed by a range of non-fiction 
texts linked to our topic with a focus on 
consolidating and developing our reading skills 
using VIPERS.  

 

 

Home Support 
 

Spelling- Like last year weekly spellings will be set 
as challenges on EDShed to work on instead of 
their homework books.  

 
Reading – We would expect children to still be 
reading aloud to an adult at least 3 times a week. 
Some children will bring home reading books, but 
if your child is a free reader they can choose an 
age appropriate book from home. 

Lexia – If your child has a Lexia log in, they should 
also be accessing this at home regularly. 

Maths - The have EdShed log ins for maths. There 
is a games the children can play to build their 
timestable skills, mental maths skills and other key 
skills needed in maths. Keep an eye out for 
assignments set for the children on units we have 
already taught to recap their learning! 
 
In June, the children will be taking part in the 
Multiplication tables check. The purpose of the 
check is to determine whether pupils can fluently 
recall their times tables (including division facts) 
up to 12, which is essential for future success in 
mathematics.  
Further information on the multiplication tables 
check can be found here: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multi
plication-tables-check-information-for-parents 
 
Useful websites to practice times tables: 
 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/daily10 
 

Dates to remember 
 

Autumn term 
Magma visit– 11.11.21  
Training day 26.11.21 
Christmas Fair 10.12.21 
4HL Guitar performance 16.12.21 (information 
to follow on Class Dojo) 
 

PE 
4CD will be swimming for the first half of the 
year on a Tuesday afternoon so will need to 
come to school with their swimming kit 
underneath their school uniform. Please look out 
for a Class Dojo for more information on this. 
4CD will also have outdoor PE on a Wednesday. 

4HL will have PE on a Tuesday afternoon and a 
Wednesday morning. The children will need to 
come on PE kits for both of these days. 



 
 

 

 

  

Music 
4CD will be developing themselves as 
musicians and explore the dimensions 
of music using their voices to learn 
songs, body percussion and 
instruments, such as glockenspiels!  
 
4HL will have a guitar lesson each 
Thursday until February half term. In 
these lessons they will learn to play 
simple chords and read some musical 
notations, listen to tunes with 
attention to detail and recall these 
sounds. The children will also have to 
opportunity to improvise and compose 
music, as well as having the opportunity 
to play and perform in solo and as part 
of an ensemble. The children will also 
have the opportunity to play in front 
of an audience…date for their live 
performance 16.11.12 – information for 
timings will follow on Class Dojo.     
 
Each class will swap their music lessons 
after February half term.            

Spanish 
We will be learning numbers 
in Spanish. We will learn 
these through songs, 
rhymes and games and 
engage in conversations 
asking and answering 
questions using numbers! 
We will be working on 
developing accurate 
pronunciation of numbers in 
Spanish and phrases 
relating to this. 

 

 

RE 
We will be at different places of 
worship in the local and wider 
community and their significance to 
believers. The children will also be 
learning how places of worship are 
used by the community as a whole 
e.g. playgroups, youth organisations, 
community groups. 

Here are a few of the key questions the 
children will explore 

What does belonging mean? 

How do we help people feel welcome? 

Which religions are found in our local 
area? 

What religions are found in Yorkshire 
and the UK? 

How is this different from our local 
community? 

How do different denominations within 
a faith relate to the national and 
international community of faith?  

What diversity is there within faiths? 

For example, are all Christians the 
same? 

What other beliefs do people hold in 
our country? 

 

           

 

Computing 
The unit the children will be working on in computing is Coding.  

The children will be learning…  

 To understand what a flowchart is and how flowcharts are used in 
computer programming.  

 To understand that there are different types of timers and select 
the right type for purpose.  

 To understand how to use the repeat command.  
 To understand the importance of nesting.  
 To design and create an interactive scene.  
  


