
 

History – Knowing More, Remembering More.  Year 4 – All Aboard – The First Railways 

National Curriculum ▪ What they need to know/ do Vocab 

Pupils should be taught about:  

 
▪ the achievements of the earliest 

civilizations – an overview of where and 
when the first civilizations appeared and 
a depth study of Ancient Egyptians  

▪ a study of an aspect or theme in British 
history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066 

o a significant turning point in 
British history, for example, 
the first railways.  
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Key stage 2  

▪ Pupils should continue to 
develop a chronologically 
secure knowledge and 
understanding of British, local 
and world history, establishing 
clear narratives within and 
across the periods they study. 

▪  They should note 
connections, contrasts and 
trends over time and develop 
the appropriate use of 
historical terms.  

▪ They should regularly address 
and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions 
about change, cause, 
similarity and difference, and 
significance.  

▪ They should construct 
informed responses that 
involve thoughtful selection 
and organisation of relevant 
historical information.  

▪ They should understand how 
our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of 
sources.  

▪ In planning to ensure the 
progression described above 
through teaching the British, 
local and world history 
outlined below, teachers 
should combine overview and 
depth studies to help pupils 
understand both 

Tier 1 -    past, present, future, now, then, long ago, time, history, old, study, period, primary secondary.  
Tier 2 -    chronological, legacy, society, culture, technology, government, democracy, empire, military, religion, ancient 
Tier 3 -    similarities, differences, national, international, local, regional, century, religion, BC, AD, common era, before 
common era, circa, interpretations, perspective, cause, effect, Interpretations, perspective, railway, locomotive, privatised 

Spiral Curriculum Links Key People/Books  

All Aboard – First Railways 
 
Technology – From horse power with carts and carriages 
on wooden tracts - steam trains – diesel/oil trains – 
electric. 
. What were the 4 great steam trains and why were they 
significant. 
Society/Culture –  
How did the railway change the lives of ordinary 
people? Large Labour force called Navvies. They were 
low paid and usually former agriculture people who had 
been made redundant.  1/3 Irish people created the 
railways, due to starvation from the potato famine.  They 
worked in appalling and dangerous working conditions. 
How did railways  transform the place where they were 
built? 
Legacy – Who was responsible for the major 
developments in trains? Significant people – cultural 
capital. 
 
A local History Study 
 

Reading text focus after teaching to ensure sticky 
knowledge 
How Trains Work- Lonely Planet Kids 
See Inside Trains Emily Bone and Colin King 
Extras (whole class reading extracts): 
The Steam Engine – Literacy shed + 
The First Railways – Andrew Jennings Comprehension Ninja*-+-
* 
Poetry:  
-From a Railway Carriage- Robert Louis Stevenson  
Picture Book:  

--Journey by Aaron Becker Reading  

 

Skills 

 
- Develop the appropriate use of historical terms and note 
connections and contrasts over time  
-Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from 
a range of sources 
-Note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop 
the appropriate use of historical terms 
- Regularly address historically valid questions about similarity 
and difference  
- Establish clear narratives within and across the periods they 
study 
-Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time  
-Develop the appropriate use of historical terms  
-Address and devise historical valid questions about change, 
cause, similarity, difference and significance  
-Construct informed responses that involve selection of relevant 
information  
 –Develop the use of historical terms 
- Address historically valid questions about trends and 
significance. 

Prior learning Future learning Common Misconceptions 

In Year 3 –  
Riotous Romans 
 
Government - Republic, Senate, Consuls, Nobels, Plebian 
Empire - Julius Ceasar, successful campaigns and what 
legacy the empire provided. 
Religion – Gods, temples, rituals. Druids, Celtic deities, early 
Christianity. 
Technology – Roads, machines, heating, aqueducts, 
buildings. 

In Year 5 children will:  
 
Myths and Legends Ancient Greece 
Linked to the Great, the Bold and the Brave 
 
Government – Democracy, monarchy, oligarchy, philosophies, politics, city states.  Bodies of government - The 
assembly, The council, The Courts. 
Empire - Slavery, democracy, settlements, ruled by own city, Persian threat 
Religion – central part of everyday life.  Gods, goddesses, Mount Olympus, temples, priests. 
Technology – Archimedes screw, bronze casting techniques, use of steam to operate machines, water clock, toys and 
chart to find prime numbers, Trireme (boat design) 

Time as a concept is difficult to 
understand. Make sure you have a 
valid timeline and children are aware 
of the chronology of their own 
timelines before moving to within 
living memory. 
Building to beyond living memory. 
Then looking at where time started 
with The Stone Age, Bronze Age 
and Iron Age. 
 



Military – Roman army, legions, training, armour, tactics and 
discipline. 
Society/Culture – Roman slaves, gladiators, roman housing 
Legacy – Establishing cities/towns, roads, aqueducts, indoor 
plumbing, Latin, new building materials, library, shops, legal 
system 
 
 
Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. 
Religion  
Bronze Age – objects from the time suggest that the Bronze 
Age brought about big changes in religious practices. One of 
the greatest was that people stopped building large ritual 
monuments, such as stone circles. 
Iron Age - Iron Age religions were polytheistic, meaning they 
believed in more than one god. These gods and goddesses 
often were responsible for various aspects of ancient life, and 
many required gifts or sacrifices. Without those, ancient people 
believed the gods could cause disaster or hardship. 
Technology 
Bronze Age – Bronze Age, period in the development 
of technology when metals were first used regularly in the 
manufacture of tools and weapons. Pure copper and bronze, 
an alloy of copper and tin, were used indiscriminately at first; 
this early period is sometimes called the Copper Age 
Iron Age - Iron Age technology is characterized by the 
production of tools and weaponry by ferrous metallurgy 
(ironworking), more specifically from carbon steel. 
Control of fire, agriculture and clothing 
Society/Culture  
Bronze Age – Arable farming, which is where land is used to 
grow crops like corn, barley, and millet, was common, but 
during the Iron Age, wheat was most predominant. 
Iron Age - Iron Age was accompanied by a period of cultural 
decline.  
Arable farming, which is where land is used to grow crops like 
corn, barley, and millet, was common, but during the Iron Age, 
wheat was most predominant . Discovered farming – grew 
pulses, cereals, flax 
Legacy –  
Bronze Age – Beginning of language 

Iron Age - most major technology made in prehistoric times – 
fire, wheel, cave paintings, prehistoric art. 

Military – Sparta verses Athens 
Spear, armour, military formation – phalanx,  
Society/Culture – Farming, agrarian, growing crops, homes, cooking, washing, women 2nd class, marriage, 
education. 
Legacy – common language and culture, Olympic games, philosophy, democracy, theatre, architecture, science and 
technology, sports, art 
 
The Great, The Bold, The Brave - The Vikings and the struggle for the Kingdom of England. 
 
Government – Oldest parliament, no central government, banded in clans, each clan had village, Law and democracy 
root of Viking government. 
Empire - Expanded, built settlements, Viking travellers and colonists seen as brutal raiders. 
Religion – Monasteries in Britain were easy to raid and frequently raided. 
Technology – Ship building, comb. 
Military – Long ships, sail shallow waters, Lindesfarne. 
Big battles Battle of Eddington, Treaty of Alfred and Guthrum. Co- existance 
Society/Culture – From - Scandinavia, Denmark, Norway, Sweden. Not good farmers 
Legacy – Language, explored America, oldest parliament, settlements, market towns. 
 
The Anglo-Saxons and the struggle for the kingdom of England to time of Edward the Confessor. 
 
Government – settlement, kings, leaders 
Empire - Took control of Britain, cleared forests – farmland, peaceful, co- existence, invasion 
Religion – Pope sent Augustine – convert to Christianity. 
Ethlebert of Kent – built first church. 
Technology – 
Military – Sailed to mainland Britain to invade. 
Society/Culture – Tribes, German, Holland, Demark, not enough food, lands flooded sailed to mainland Britain, 
brought tools, weapons, livestock, farmland, farmers, wooden homes, families, food and drink. 
Legacy – Language, how Britain was divided into counties 
Diversity – linked to British values – immigration. 
 

Make sure children are aware that 
even if we are looking at a particular 
period in time that it was not 
happening everywhere.  EG – 
Ancient Egypt only happened in 
Egypt. 

Key Questions 

 
Recovery Questions 
 
What was the Bronze Age Legacy? 
What happened in the Iron Age? 
 
Ancient Greece 
What did the Greeks do for us?  
Causation question, linked to 
Britain for a study on the legacy 
of Greek culture (language and 
literature) on later periods in 
British history, including the 
present day.  Why did Ancient 
Greece loose power? 
 
 

Ideas Entry and Exit Events Recovery Curriculum- Notes on previous learning missed/ set as home learning 

Trip – Middleton Railway visit – 18th May – this includes a talk with member of the railway 

about life before, life after and how trains have changed in his life time. 
Exit Event:  
 
 

Year 3 – Although both of the topics were taught during Covid they were only taken up by children who 
engaged with home learning. Focus was mainly on the Stone Age.  Recap when making learning stick. 

 


