
 

History – Knowing More, Remembering More.  Year 6 – Was Elizabethan England really a Golden Age? 

National Curriculum ▪ What they need to know/ do Vocab 

Pupils should be taught about:  

 
 

▪ a non-European society that provides 
contrasts with British history - Mayan 
civilization c. AD 900  

 

▪ a study of an aspect or theme in British 
history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Key stage 2  

▪ Pupils should continue to 
develop a chronologically 
secure knowledge and 
understanding of British, local 
and world history, establishing 
clear narratives within and 
across the periods they study. 

▪  They should note 
connections, contrasts and 
trends over time and develop 
the appropriate use of 
historical terms.  

▪ They should regularly address 
and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions 
about change, cause, 
similarity and difference, and 
significance.  

▪ They should construct 
informed responses that 
involve thoughtful selection 
and organisation of relevant 
historical information.  

▪ They should understand how 
our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of 
sources.  

▪ In planning to ensure the 
progression described above 
through teaching the British, 
local and world history 
outlined below, teachers 
should combine overview and 
depth studies to help pupils 
understand both 

Tier 1 -    past, present, future, now, then, long ago, time, history, old, study, period, primary secondary.  
Tier 2 -    chronological, legacy, society, culture, technology, government, democracy, empire, military, religion, ancient 
Tier 3 -    similarities, differences, national, international, local, regional, century, religion, BC, AD, common era, before 
common era, circa, interpretations, perspective, cause, effect, era. monarch, protestant, catholic, court, 
 

Spiral Curriculum Links Key Questions 

 

The Story of English - Elizabethan 
Government the changing power of monarchs using case 
studies – A golden Era. – Elizabethian re-enactment – 
related to her visit to Robert Dudley 
Why did Elizabeth visit Kenilworth? What was a Royal 
Progress. 
Empire –Elizabeth did encourage adventurers.  To gain 
Spain’s wealth from New world.  To weaken Spain as 
Spain was a threat.  Elizabeth feared they would get rid of 
her and replace her with a catholic monarch. Francis 
Drake 
 Religion – Define catholic and protestant differences. 
Changes over Tudour period with each new monarch. 
Technology – the clock, the telescope, printing press, 
modern warfare and gunpowder. 
Society/Culture – Who were the Tudors? How did 
Elizabeth relate to her Tudor family? Life of a poor rural 
Tudor compared to life in towns. Comparing books, 
schools, homes, exploration, gunpowder, food. 
Legacy – of the Elizabethan period with a focus on 
Shakespeare.  A significant turning point in British history – 
New era of poetry and literature. 
 

1. What do we understand by Elizabethan times? 
2. What does Elizabeth’s visit to Kenilworth 

Castle tells us? 
3. Elizabethan times: How safe was it? 
4. Does the story of Sir Francis Drake tell us all 

we need to know about the Tudor World? 
5.  

Beyond Elizabeth’s Court? What was it like to live in 
Elizabethan times? 

Skills 

 
- Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection 
and organisation of relevant historical information  
Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a 
range of sources 
- Establish clear narratives within and across the periods 
-Address historically valid questions about continuity and change 
and cause 
-Address and devise historically valid questions about continuity 
and change, similarity and difference, and significance  
-Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding 
of British and world history  
-Develop the appropriate use of historical terms  
-Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from 
a range of sources  
-Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection 
and organisation of relevant historical information  
-Note connections, contrasts and trends over time  
-Regularly address and devise historically valid questions about 
significance 
-Continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and 
understanding of world history 
 

Prior learning Future learning Common Misconceptions 

 
The Great, The Bold, The Brave - The Vikings and the 
struggle for the Kingdom of England. 
 
Government – Oldest parliament, no central government, 
banded in clans, each clan had village, Law and democracy 
root of Viking government. 
Empire - Expanded, built settlements, Viking travellers and 
colonists seen as brutal raiders. 
Religion – Monasteries in Britain were easy to raid and 
frequently raided. 
Technology – Ship building, comb. 

In KS3 children will study: 
 

▪ the development of Church, state and society in Medieval Britain 1066-1509 
▪ the development of Church, state and society in Britain 1509-1745 
▪ ideas, political power, industry and empire: Britain, 1745-1901 
▪ challenges for Britain, Europe and the wider world 1901 to the present day 
▪ a local history study 
▪ the study of an aspect or theme in British history that consolidates and extends pupils’ chronological 

knowledge from before 1066 
▪ at least one study of a significant society or issue in world history and its interconnections with other world 

developments [for example, Mughal India 1526-1857; China’s Qing dynasty 1644-1911; Changing Russian 
empires c.1800-1989; USA in the 20th Century]. 

Time as a concept is difficult to 
understand. Make sure you have a 
valid timeline and children are aware 
of the chronology of their own 
timelines before moving to within 
and beyond living memory. 
Then looking at where time started 
with The Stone Age, Bronze Age 
and Iron Age. 
 
Make sure children are aware that 
even if we are looking at a particular 



Military – Long ships, sail shallow waters, Lindesfarne. 
Big battles Battle of Eddington, Treaty of Alfred and Guthrum. 

Co- existance 
Society/Culture – From - Scandinavia, Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden. Not good farmers 
Legacy – Language, explored America, oldest parliament, 
settlements, market towns. 
 
The Anglo-Saxons and the struggle for the kingdom of 
England to time of Edward the Confessor. 
 
Government – settlement, kings, leaders 
Empire - Took control of Britain, cleared forests – farmland, 
peaceful, co- existence, invasion 
Religion – Pope sent Augustine – convert to Christianity. 
Ethlebert of Kent – built first church. 
Technology – 
Military – Sailed to mainland Britain to invade. 
Society/Culture – Tribes, German, Holland, Demark, not 
enough food, lands flooded sailed to mainland Britain, brought 
tools, weapons, livestock, farmland, farmers, wooden homes, 
families, food and drink. 
Legacy – Language, how Britain was divided into counties 
Diversity – linked to British values – immigration. 

 

Myths and Legends Ancient Greece 
Linked to the Great, the Bold and the Brave 
 
Government – Democracy, monarchy, oligarchy, 
philosophies, politics, city states.  Bodies of government - The 
assembly, The council, The Courts. 
Empire - Slavery, democracy, settlements, ruled by own city, 
Persian threat 
Religion – central part of everyday life.  Gods, goddesses, 
Mount Olympus, temples, priests. 
Technology – Archimedes screw, bronze casting techniques, 
use of steam to operate machines, water clock, toys and chart 
to find prime numbers, Trireme (boat design) 
Military – Sparta verses Athens 
Spear, armour, military formation – phalanx,  
Society/Culture – Farming, agrarian, growing crops, homes, 
cooking, washing, women 2nd class, marriage, education. 
Legacy – common language and culture, Olympic games, 
philosophy, democracy, theatre, architecture, science and 
technology, sports, art 
 
 
 

 

Text/Books/ Suggested websites 

 Photograph: Re-enactment of Elizabeth’s visit to Kenilworth (resource provided) 

A painting of Elizabeth I on a progress can be found in many Tudor Britain textbooks or 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Elizabeth_I,_Procession_Portrait..jpg  

 

Portraits include for example: Gheeraerts the Younger, M. (1592) Elizabeth I, The Ditchley portrait, 1592. Available 

from: http://www.jmucci.com/ER/images/elizabethI.jpg  

Painting: Hilliard, N. (c.1610) Mary Queen of Scots. Oil  
Available at https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw04273/Mary-Queen-of-
Scots?LinkID=mp02996&role=sit&rNo=5from 

T he National Archives (n.d) Murder at Kirk o’ Field: What happened in 1567. Available at 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/kirk-o-field/ 

Loutherbourg, Phillippe-Louise (1796) Defeat of the Spanish Armada, 8 August 1588. National Maritime 
Museum. Available at:  
http://collections.rmg.co.uk/collections/objects/11756.html 
Kauper, S (2007) Elizabeth. The Golden Age Universal Pictures  
Radio clip BBC (n.d) The Spanish Armada. A Young boy remembers fighting the Spanish Armada 
Learning School. Audio resources for Primary Schools. Available at: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p050qgd3 

 

period in time that it was not 
happening everywhere.  EG – 
Ancient Egypt only happened in 
Egypt. 

 

  

T 

 

 
 
 
 

Ideas Entry and Exit Events Recovery Curriculum- Notes on previous learning missed/ set as home learning 

 
Exit Event: Maya-style codex. The completed codices can then be displayed and shared with parents. 
 
 

Year 5 – Although both of the topics were taught during Covid they were only taken up by children who 
engaged with home learning. Recap when making learning stick. 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Elizabeth_I,_Procession_Portrait..jpg
http://www.strs.org.uk/academic/history/tudorpropaganda/tudors.htm
http://www.jmucci.com/ER/images/elizabethI.jpg
https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw04273/Mary-Queen-of-Scots?LinkID=mp02996&role=sit&rNo=5from
https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw04273/Mary-Queen-of-Scots?LinkID=mp02996&role=sit&rNo=5from
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/kirk-o-field/
http://collections.rmg.co.uk/collections/objects/11756.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p050qgd3

